Question for written answer E-002954/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
José Manuel Fernandes (PPE)
Subject:	Reduction of health hazards and taxation of tobacco products
Harm reduction and risk prevention are an effective combination when it comes to minimising the effect of tobacco consumption on health. Indeed, risk reduction should be an integral part of any effective strategy to combat cancer and other tobacco-related problems, with a differentiated approach being adopted to the less harmful alternatives to traditional tobacco.
In view of this:
1.	Can the Commission give the reasons for failing to include the concept of ‘harm reduction’ in its anti-cancer strategy and how does it intend to remedy this?
2.	In reviewing Directive 2011/64/EU, how will it ensure that due account is taken of effective risk reduction, in the form of smokeless cigarettes for example, when it comes to taxing new tobacco products, given the key role of taxation in reducing tobacco consumption?
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