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Subject: Krško nuclear power plant in Vrbina (Slovenia)

The nuclear power plant in Vrbina has been in operation since 1983, i.e. when it was still part of 
Yugoslavia, but is now operated jointly by Slovenes and Croats.

However, located as it is at a distance of just under 100 km from the Austrian border, a beyond-
design-basis event would also have drastic consequences for Styria. Already in 2008, there was an 
incident involving the coolant circuit. In addition, there are the problems with the storage of spent fuel 
rods and its location in an epicentre of seismic activity.

Given the potential risk of large-scale radioactive contamination by the nuclear power plant in Krško, 
we should like to ask the following questions:

1. How can the uncontested operation of a nuclear power plant within an area of high seismic 
activity be reconciled with EU legislative provisions aimed at improving the safety standards of 
nuclear power plants and ensuring the safe management and disposal of radioactive waste?

2. Under Directive 2011/70/Euratom, Member States are obliged to give account on a regular basis 
as regards their disposal of spent fuel rods. How is it possible that such a power plant operating 
under these conditions has been able to slip through the cracks?

3. Are there targeted Europe-wide mitigation plans in case of an incident, or would a response be 
as uncoordinated as with the Chernobyl incident in 1986?


