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Subject: ‘Zero residue’, ‘residue free’, and similar food brand claims

In recent years, brands have emerged in several Member States promoting the application of ‘zero
residue’ or ‘residue free’ labels to foodstuffs when residues of synthetic plant protection products are
less than or equal to 0.01 mg/kg or /litre. This threshold, which is 100 times higher than that taken into
account for declaring drinking water non-compliant,’ is understood as the lower level of analytical
determination despite the fact that today’s techniques are able to quantify residues below that level.

These labels suggest that the residues have been removed, but do not certify that synthetic pesticides
have not been used at the production stage. Often, products do not contain zero residue, but a
residue that is below the limit.

Adverse effects on human and animal health have been scientifically proven (CMR-PE, cocktail
effect, etc.) even below the threshold? and currently, only a fraction of the thousands of authorised
substances are being analysed in the EU, not to mention any undeclared co-formulants and the
metabolites produced.

In view of the above, can the Commission say whether the use of the label ‘zero residue’ or ‘residue
free’ to identify a product chain is in compliance with Article 7 of Regulation 1169/2011 on fair
information practices, and with Regulation 1924/2006, with a view to protecting consumers from
misleading food claims?

T Under Directive (EU) 2020/2184, the permitted quantity in drinking water is 0.10 ug/l per pesticide.
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