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Subject:	Saving our heritage and the Saint-Louis crystal
The Verrerie royale (Royal glassworks) of Saint-Louis in Moselle is France’s oldest crystal manufacturer. Every day, Saint-Louis puts its name to crystal creations crafted by master glassblowers and cutters who have been awarded the title of ‘master craftsperson of France’.
Crystal is part of France’s eternal heritage.
According to Jérôme de Lavergnolle, CEO of the Saint-Louis crystal manufacturer[footnoteRef:0], the Commission considers crystal chandeliers to be electrical appliances subject to the European RoHS Directive[footnoteRef:1], which came into force in 2011. Under the provisions of the directive, the crystal industry’s exemption would come to an end in July 2021. [0:  	https://www.republicain-lorrain.fr/economie/2021/06/10/les-cristalleries-saint-louis-encore-menacees-par-une-directive-europeenne-autour-du-plomb]  [1:  	Restriction of Hazardous Substances.] 

1.	Will the Commission renew the exemption of crystal from the RoHS Directive?
2.	Will the Commission grant a permanent exemption for these products of European artistic excellence to avoid these continuous cycles of uncertainty which are damaging to economic activity and employment?
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