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Subject: Sustainability impact assessment on the trade agreement between the EU and Mercosur

Even as late as last month, a final sustainability impact assessment (SIA) on the trade agreement 
between the EU and Mercosur had not been published. The European Ombudsman deemed this 
delay to be maladministration by the Commission. Although the SIA is now available, the information 
provided therein cannot be considered satisfactory and exhaustive.

1. The SIA is crucial in this case, so why was it published so late after the conclusion of 
negotiations?

2. How is the Commission planning to ensure a satisfactory level of environmental protection in the 
implementation of the agreement, especially in light of the dramatic pace of deforestation 
recorded in Mercosur countries (the data on this in the SIA is outdated), if the agreement does 
not address this issue properly?

3. The SIA states that the agreement is expected to have a negligible impact on CO2 emissions, yet 
calculations provided therein do not take account of emissions related to land use, land use 
change and forestry (LULUCF), which are the key source of agricultural sector CO 2 emissions. 
Does the Commission have relevant analyses on LULUCF-related emissions? If so, could it 
please provide information about how they will influence total emissions caused by 
implementation of the agreement?
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