
PE695.929v01-00

Question for written answer E-003434/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Laura Ferrara (NI)

Subject: Problems in services for the voluntary termination of pregnancy in certain regions of Italy

The European Parliament in plenary recently adopted a resolution1 on universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health for women in the EU.

Violations of women’s sexual and reproductive health are a form of violence and hinder progress 
towards gender equality. For these reasons, women’s lives and rights are being jeopardised by 
common practice in some Member States, which allows medical practitioners, and on some occasions 
entire medical institutions, to refuse to provide health services on the basis of the so-called 
conscience clause.

As regards Italy and, in particular, some regions such as Calabria and Umbria, an analysis of the 
most recent data shows there is a worryingly high number of conscientious objectors working in the 
health professions employed in abortion services.

That is having a negative impact on women’s access to safe and legal abortion, effectively limiting 
their right to reproductive choices and health.

In view of this:

1. Is the Commission aware of the current use of services for the voluntary termination of 
pregnancy in Italy and, in particular, of the persistent problems in regions such as Calabria and 
Umbria?

2. Does it intend to follow up the above-mentioned resolution and ensure that Member States 
provide full and universal access to sexual and reproductive rights for all women?

1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0314_EN.html


