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Subject: So-called LGBT-free zones in Poland violate the principle of non-discrimination in EU 
cohesion policy

By June 2020, some 100 Polish municipalities, regions and voivodships had adopted ‘anti-LGBT 
resolutions’ and Family Rights Charters, also popularly known as ‘LGBT-free zones’. In its reaction in 
July 2020, the Commission refused funding to six of them under the EU’s town twinning scheme, on 
the grounds of discrimination and the violation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union, resulting in breaches of the rules and principles governing EU funding.

Faced with the threat of losing significant amounts of EU (and Norwegian) funding, several of these 
municipalities repealed their ‘anti-LGBT resolutions’, while strong opposition against the LGBTI 
community prevails.

1. Does the Commission intend to make resources under cohesion policy available to the 
municipalities that have withdrawn their resolutions and to refuse payments to the municipalities 
that have kept them?

2. How does the Commission intend to apply the enabling condition on respect for fundamental 
rights as set out in the Commons Provisions Regulation 2021-2027 in the context of documented 
discrimination against LGBTI people in Poland?

3. What further action will the Commission take to ensure a funding environment for cohesion policy 
in Poland that fully respects fundamental rights and provides effective protection to LGBTI people 
against discrimination?


