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Subject: Follow‑up on TikTok

In its reply to Written Question E-003875/2019 of November 2019 on the enforcement of the General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in the case of TikTok, the Commission put the ball in the court of 
the national data protection authorities1.

After being contacted by Parliament in December 2019, the European Data Protection Board (EDPB) 
reported in July 2021 that a task force on TikTok had been established in June 2020 and dismantled 
in July 2021. No decision was taken by the EDPB members concerning TikTok, except in Italy. It 
appears that since TikTok has been active in the EU, no data protection authority has proactively 
investigated whether the company has any legal representative in the EU, as required under Article 
27 of the GDPR.

1. Does the Commission agree that a company processing the personal data of data subjects in the 
EU on a massive scale that does not have any legal representative in the EU is in breach of 
Article 27 of the GDPR?

2. If national data protection authorities or courts did not take action with regard to TikTok, thereby 
failing in their duty to enforce the GDPR, did the Commission use its powers as guardian of the 
Treaties to ensure the regulation was correctly applied?

3. Did the Commission take any measures against Member States for failure to act between 
November 2019 and July 2021? If not, why not? Is it planning to take any measures?

1 The Commission stated that without ‘prejudice to the powers of the Commission as guardian of the Treaties, 
the monitoring and enforcement of the application of the data protection legislation falls primarily under the 
competence of independent data protection authorities and courts. It is therefore for the competent national 
data protection supervisory authorities to assess whether the processing of personal data carried out by 
TikTok is compliant with the requirements of the GDPR.’


