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The EU does not fund Palestinian textbooks but aims to support the Palestinian education 
sector and the provision of quality educational services in a wide range of ways. In that 
context, the EU has funded an independent study of Palestinian textbooks against defined 
international benchmarks, based on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) standards on peace, tolerance and non-violence in education1. The 
aim of the study was to provide the EU with a critical, comprehensive and objective basis for 
policy dialogue with the Palestinian Authority in the education sector and to promote quality 
education services including by addressing allegations of incitement.

The study was released on 18 June 20212. It was published when finalised. It reveals a 
complex picture. On the one hand, it is positive that the analysed textbooks adhere to the 
UNESCO guidelines on Human Rights Education, generally promote political pluralism and 
stress cultural, social and religious values that support coexistence. On the other hand, the 
study does reveal the existence of deeply problematic content that remains of serious concern.

The EU has no tolerance for incitement to hatred, violence as a means to achieve political 
goals, nor to antisemitism in all its forms. Any such material has no place in textbooks or 
classrooms. These principles are non-negotiable for the Commission. In this regard, the EU 
has stepped up its engagement with the Palestinian Authority, on the basis of the study, with 
the aim to ensure that further curriculum reform addresses the highly problematic issues 
identified in the shortest possible timeframe and that the Palestinian Authority takes 
responsibility to screen textbooks not analysed in the study. Full compliance of all education 
material with UNESCO standards of peace, tolerance, coexistence, and non-violence must be 
ensured. The Commission reserves the right to take appropriate measures as necessary in this 
regard.

1 See for instance, UNESCO, Textbooks and Learning Resources: Guidelines for Developers and Users, ED-
2013/WS/37, Paris, UNESCO, 2014, p. 16-17; e.g. ‘realistic, balanced and respectful representation of different 
social, cultural and religious groups’; ‘focus on cultural, social and religious values that support peaceful 
coexistence’; ‘encourage a comparative approach to the teaching of religion’.
2 http://www.gei.de/en/departments/knowledge-in-transition/analysis-of-palestinian-textbooks-paltex.html
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