
PE696.150v01-00

Question for written answer E-003600/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Leszek Miller (S&D), Marek Belka (S&D), Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz (S&D)

Subject: Meeting between the Commission President and the Polish Prime Minister in the context 
of the ongoing rule of law procedure (Article 7 TEU)

At a press conference following his meeting with the Commission President on 13 July, Prime Minister 
Morawiecki stated that in their conversation it was he who had raised the issue of how to close the 
Article 7 TEU procedure, which he said was ‘unnecessarily souring the atmosphere between Poland 
and the Commission’. He stressed that it was ‘not an issue raised by the President of the 
Commission’. Morawiecki claimed, moreover, that he had told the Commission President that ‘Poland 
has no problems with the rule of law’, and that the Commission President confirmed that ‘Poland is a 
country which sets great store by the fair spending of EU funds’. In conclusion, he compared the 
ongoing procedure under Article 7 TEU to ‘a buzzing wasp in the room, which has needlessly flown in 
through the window and which must now be allowed to fly away so that we and the European 
Commission can deal with more important matters in peace’.

1. Given the above, we would like to know whether this is actually what happened at the meeting 
between the Polish Prime Minister and the Head of the Commission?

2. Is it the case that the President of the Commission did not raise the issue of respect for the rule 
of law in Poland on her own initiative, but spoke about it only when it was mentioned by Prime 
Minister Morawiecki?

3. In the Commission’s view, have the conditions for triggering the rule of law protection mechanism 
under Article 7 TEU ceased to exist, to the point of being able to compare them simply to the 
‘buzzing of a wasp’?


