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Question for written answer E-003606/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left), Antoni Comín i Oliveres (NI), Clara Ponsatí Obiols (NI), Diana 
Riba i Giner (Verts/ALE), Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE), Chris MacManus (The Left), Miguel Urbán 
Crespo (The Left), Clare Daly (The Left), François Alfonsi (Verts/ALE), Idoia Villanueva Ruiz (The 
Left)

Subject: Subject: Case 13/13 and torture cases

On 12 July, the trial of eight Basque lawyers accused of belonging to or collaborating with ETA began. 
The summary began in 2010 and this organisation no longer exists.

One of the accused, Naia Zuriarrain, arrested by the Civil Guard in 2010, has described the torture 
and ill-treatment received during her detention. She reported that she was stripped, burned with a 
seal on her arm, had cold water poured on her head and had plastic bags put over her head to 
prevent her from breathing. ‘I felt like I was drowning.’

This case leads to the conclusion that the State Security Forces systematically used torture, as 
accredited by a report published by the Basque Government in 2017 listing at least 4 113 cases.

The Spanish State has also been condemned by the European Court of Human Rights on 11 
occasions for failing to investigate allegations of torture, and in the case of Naia Zuriarrain, the current 
Minister of the Interior, Fernando Grande-Marlaska, was the investigating judge of the Spanish High 
Court.

1. Is the Commission aware of the facts? What is its reaction thereto?

2. What mechanisms does the Commission have at its disposal to ensure that the Spanish State 
complies with Article 4 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union on the 
prohibition of torture when detaining individuals?
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1 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó (NI)


