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Subject: Albania’s refusal to extradite Indian nationals

According to the ‘Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project’1, in 2017, the brothers Nitin and 
Chetankumar Sandesara, who head up ‘some 340 companies’ worth ‘nearly USD 7 billion’, were 
accused in India of ‘cheating and criminal conspiracy’ on account of their Sterling Biotech Group 
having, according to the charges against them, ‘criminally acquired and laundered over USD 700 
million’2.

Even though Interpol had issued notices for four members of this family3, some of them were 
apparently granted Albanian nationality in February 20184. In at least one case, extradition from 
Albania was said to have been refused on the grounds of ‘serious [...] persecution’ because of their 
‘strong Muslim [affiliations]’56. It seems one of the family’s members was granted asylum. The 
Sandesara were supposed to invest ‘over USD 33 million’ in construction projects in Albania.

In 2019, Nitin Sandesara was apparently appointed as an Albanian honorary consul to Nigeria, which 
refused to allow his extradition7. It seems the family worked there on gaining recognition for Kosovo8.

Albania ratified the United Nations Convention of 15 November 2000 against Transnational Organised 
Crime. Will the Commission ask Albania for clarification on this case during talks on opening 
negotiations for its accession to the European Union?

1 https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/above-the-law-how-a-wealthy-indian-family-evaded-justice
2 ‘By fraudulently obtaining loans from various Indian banks. The amount those banks declared as fraudulent 

had risen to over $1.1 billion.’
3 ‘Interpol “red notices” had been issued for all four travellers.’
4 ‘Despite the family’s wanted status, they were swiftly granted Albanian citizenship in February 2018.’
5 ‘The Sandesara family were being targeted because of their “political and religious beliefs”.’
6 ‘“Nitin Sandesara and Chetan Sandesara have suffered serious political and economic persecution by India’s 

current government because they are recognized as persons with strong Muslim [affiliations]” Judge Gerd 
Hoxha wrote.’

7 ‘Nigeria’s attorney general has rebuffed an Indian request for their extradition.’
8 ‘Instead, Vuthaj, who today runs a high-end fashion label in Pristina, claimed to have worked with the 

Sandesaras to help Kosovo gain recognition as a state from Nigeria.’


