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Subject: New EFSA guidelines for the submission of applications for primary smoke flavouring 
products

At the beginning of the year, the European Food Safety Authority presented new guidelines for the 
submission of applications for primary smoke flavouring products. These require much more 
extensive scientific studies than in the past, which cannot be completed in time before the deadline for 
the submission of applications (30 June 2022) for the renewal of the authorisations currently in force.

1. Given the Green Deal and Europe’s Cancer Plan, how does the Commission justify that the 
temporary loss of authorisations for smoke flavourings might lead to a return to the traditional 
smoking of foods which generates more emissions and is more damaging to health?

2. What valid reasons can companies put forward to obtain an extension of the application 
deadline? What is the maximum extension possible? To what extent has the Commission 
examined animal welfare aspects of the scientifically required studies and possible alternatives?

3. To what extent has the Commission taken into account the consequences of the new 
requirements for small and medium-sized enterprises compared to large companies? To what 
extent has the Commission taken into account the impact on the European internal market 
sectors dependent on smoke flavourings, such as the food industry and the butcher’s trade?


