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The sectoral measures in respect of Belarus were adopted on 24 June 20211. It is therefore too 
early to accurately assess their impact, in particular since some of these provisions, such as 
those concerning imports of potash or petroleum products, include an exception for contracts 
concluded prior to the entry into force of the measures. The Commission cannot confirm the 
figures provided by the Honourable Member with regard to the Belarus income affected and 
its proportion of EU-Belarus trade at this stage. However, the Commission will be actively 
involved in the review of these sectoral measures.

Furthermore, as stated in its Communication on the European economic and financial system2, 
the Commission intends to step up the assessment of the effectiveness of EU sanctions, 
including by examining the economic impact of sanctions on the persons and entities subject 
to them, on trade patterns between the EU and the country concerned and on EU businesses in 
general.

The Union reacted very quickly to negative developments in Belarus, introducing several 
packages of listings, as well as comprehensive sectoral measures. Numerous judges and 
prosecutors, as well as several prominent oligarchs who support the regime, are already subject 
to sanctions3.

As stated in the Council Conclusions on Belarus of 12 October 20204, the list of persons 
targeted will be under constant review, and in line with the EU’s gradual approach, the EU may 
consider further restrictive measures. The Commission does not comment on discussions in the 
Council before they are concluded and a decision is adopted. Any decision to extend or expand 
restrictive measures is for the Council to take, acting by unanimity.

1 Council Regulation (EU) 2021/1030 of 24 June 2021 amending Regulation (EC) No 765/2006 of 18 May 2006 
concerning restrictive measures in respect of Belarus and Council Decision (CFSP) 2021/1031 of 24 June 2021 
amending Council Decision 2012/642/CFSP concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Belarus
2 Communication from the Commission of 19 January 2021: “The European economic and financial system: 
fostering openness, strength and resilience” COM/2021/32 final
3 The full list of sanctioned persons and entities is available in Annex to Council Decision 2012/642/CFSP. 
4 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/46076/council-conclusions-on-belarus.pdf 
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