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Subject: Letter of formal notice sent to Italy on account of the award of the Livorno-Civitavecchia 
motorway concession without competitive tendering

The concession to build the Livorno-Civitavecchia motorway, known as the Tyrrhenian motorway, was 
awarded to Società Autostrada (SAT S.p.A.) in 1969.

Notwithstanding the fact that only 56 of the planned 242 km have been completed so far, the 
concession has been extended twice, once from 1999 to 2028 and secondly to 2046, without any 
competitive tendering.

In 2014 the Commission launched its umpteenth infringement procedure against Italy for breach of 
Directive 2004/18/EC on the coordination of procedures for the award of public contracts, on the 
grounds that an extension is no different from a new concession contract and can, therefore, only be 
awarded through competitive tendering.

The Court of Justice of the European Union found in favour of the Commission in its judgment of 18 
September 2019. After noting that the judgment had not been enforced the Commission recently sent 
Italy a letter of formal notice.

In light of the foregoing, can the Commission answer the following:

1. What penalties could Italy incur if it does not accept the findings, and how much could these 
penalties amount to?

2. Is completion of the works financially viable and strategic in the Commission’s view, given the 
very many accidents, some of them fatal, that have occurred over the years on other roads in the 
road network (especially on the Grosseto stretch) being used pending completion of the 
Tyrrhenian motorway?


