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The EU remains committed to the protection of all cetaceans, such as whales and dolphins.
Within the EU, the capture or killing of cetaceans is prohibited under the Habitats Directive1.
The introduction of cetaceans into the Community for primarily commercial purpose is
banned, pursuant to the EU Wildlife Trade Regulation2, which implements the provisions of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in the EU.
As the Commission stated in its joint reply to questions E-004272/2021, E-004286/2021,
E-004297/2021, E-004388/2021, EU law does not apply to the Faroe Islands3. This means
that the above-mentioned acts do not apply to the Faroe Islands or to activities taking place
there.
As far as international measures are concerned, while Denmark is a member of both CITES
and the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, the
Faroe Islands have been excluded from the scope of application of both conventions.
Moreover, the hunting of small cetaceans is currently not regulated by the International
Whaling Commission (IWC), and the area covered by the Convention on Migratory Species,
which lists long-finned pilot whales and white sided dolphins in its Appendix II, does not
extend to the Faroe Islands.
The legal framework described above is not likely to change in a short to medium term, as it
would require the amendment of the Treaties and international conventions.
The Commission has already expressed concerns to the Danish authorities about the annual
hunt in the Faroe Islands. It will also continue to work with EU Member States in support of
ongoing efforts of IWC to tackle threats faced by small cetaceans.
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