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Subject: Semiconductor crisis in Vigo’s automotive industry and the future adoption of the 
European Chips Act

For months now, the global shortage of semiconductors (microchips) has caused reduced activity and 
the cancellation of shifts within the automotive industry in Vigo (Spain), as well as ancillary industries1.

In the State of the Union speech on 15 September 20212, Commission President von der Leyen 
introduced the launch of a new European Chips Act.

The President pointed out that despite growing demand, entire production lines are already operating 
at reduced speed due to the shortage of semiconductors. She stated that there is a need to jointly 
create a state-of-the-art European chip ecosystem, encompassing the manufacture of the product, 
ensuring security of supply and developing new markets for groundbreaking European technology. 
She described this as a daunting task.

1. When does the Commission expect the proposal for the European Chips Act to be brought 
forward and subsequently adopted?

2. When will it be possible to manufacture semiconductors in Europe on the basis of the Act, thus 
avoiding dependence on Asia?

1 https://www.farodevigo.es/economia/2021/09/13/crisis-chips-suspende-sine-die-57243379.html
2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_21_4701


