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Subject: Impact of rising energy prices on citizens

The European Union may soon be facing its biggest energy crisis for a decade. The forward prices on
the key gas exchanges have almost doubled in one month. There has been a similar development in
the regional market for electricity, which has seen a price rise of over 250% in the past year.

Rising energy prices are starting to impact on people’s everyday lives. More and more businesses
across Europe are reporting a decrease in production at their factories as a result of the high price of
gas. In many Member States, energy providers have started passing on the additional costs caused
by the price rises to consumers.

The current situation might well result in people paying the price for ambitious climate protection
proposals and energy market volatility in their household bills and at their workplaces. The situation is
likely to become more critical as we move into the heating season. This is dangerous — the post-
pandemic reboot of the economy must be quick and the energy transition must be even-handed.

In the light of the above:

1. Does the Commission agree that citizens should not pay the direct and indirect costs of climate
protection?

2. What action is the Commission planning to assist the Member States with protecting consumers?
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