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Subject: Use of banned substances in pesticides in Turkey and imports of those substances into 
the EEA

According to various reports12 and a study3 carried out in Turkey, 620 pesticides were found and 
analysed in 90 different types of tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers.

In all, 15.6% of the vegetables were found to contain banned substances, while 56 different pesticides 
were detected in vegetables examined in August 2019, 96 in October 2019 and 139 in November 
2019.

77% of the products met at least one of the toxicity criteria of the 2016 EU Pesticide Blacklist, which 
classifies all pesticides according to their risk to human health.

Turkey is continuing to use banned substances in pesticides and those substances consequently 
enter foods exported to the EU and end up in its food chain, with potentially serious consequences for 
both consumers’ health and the environment.

In view of this:

1. Can the Commission say what measures it could take to bring Turkey into line with EU legislation 
and prevent the use of banned substances in pesticides?

2. How does it plan to prevent the import into the EEA of products contaminated with pesticides 
such as those mentioned in the above study?

1 https://www.naftemporiki.gr/story/1786003/tourkia-molusmeno-me-apagoreumena-futofarmaka-to-ena-
pempto-olon-ton-trofimon-pou-eksagontai

2 https://www.dw.com/en/deadly-pesticides-in-eu-produce-from-turkey/a-52142826
3 https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-turkey-stateless/2020/01/a314cc16-soframizdaki-tehlike-pestisit-

greenpeace-rapor.pdf


