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The EU has stressed that Turkey needs to commit itself unequivocally to good neighbourly 
relations, international agreements and to the peaceful settlement of disputes. The EU has also 
stressed that Turkey needs to avoid threats and actions that damage good neighbourly relations 
and to ‘respect the sovereignty of all EU Member States over their territorial sea and airspace 
as well as all their sovereign rights, including inter alia the right to explore and exploit natural 
resources, in accordance with EU and international law, in particular the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)’1.

On 25 June 2021, the European Council recalled the EU’s strategic interest in a stable and 
secure environment in the Eastern Mediterranean and in the development of a cooperative and 
mutually beneficial relationship with Turkey2.

In March 2021, the members of the European Council reaffirmed the determination of the EU 
to use the instruments and options at its disposal to defend its interests and those of its Member 
States as well as to uphold regional stability3.

Following the establishment of a framework for restrictive measures on Turkey’s unauthorised 
drilling activities in the Eastern Mediterranean4, the Council imposed on 17 February 2020 a 
travel ban to the EU and an asset freeze to two persons responsible for or involved in planning, 
directing and implementing offshore hydrocarbon exploration activities5.

The Commission has significantly reduced EU financial support to Turkey for 2018-2020, by 
EUR 1.3 billion compared to the amount envisaged in 2014, through the Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA)6 and reoriented funding towards civil society, democracy and the 
rule of law. In this context, the Commission considers that IPA assistance remains relevant, 
with its continuous focus on civil society, democracy and rule of law.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/turkey-report-2021_en;
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/turkey_report_2020.pdf and 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/18/council-conclusions-on-enlargement-and-
stabilisation-and-association-process/
2 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/50763/2425-06-21-euco-conclusions-en.pdf
3 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/48976/250321-vtc-euco-statement-en.pdf
4 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/41313/st13262-en19.pdf
5 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/02/27/turkey-s-illegal-drilling-activities-in-the-
eastern-mediterranean-eu-puts-two-persons-on-sanctions-list/
6 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/41183/st11260-en19.pdf
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