
PE699.711v01-00

Question for written answer E-004782/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Annika Bruna (ID), Julie Lechanteux (ID), Aurélia Beigneux (ID), Joëlle Mélin (ID), Herve Juvin 
(ID), Mathilde Androuët (ID), Elżbieta Kruk (ECR), Catherine Griset (ID)

Subject: Breeding endangered endemic species and reintroducing them into their natural 
environment

The laws of the Member States prohibit the taking of endangered animal or plant species from their 
natural environment with a view to marketing them. Legitimate derogations do exist, however, 
including the option of breeding these species with a view to reintroducing them into their natural 
environment in order to restore biodiversity.

This reintroduction is sometimes the only way to ensure the return of these species without waiting for 
several years, or even decades. We are thinking in particular of policies to restore certain biotopes, 
such as ponds, wetlands or copses: some species that are important for environmental balance 
(amphibians, birds, bats, reptiles, insects, weasels, badgers and skunks) do not always 
spontaneously and rapidly reclaim these restored environments.

I would therefore like to ask the following questions:

1. In the Commission’s view, are current policies for the reintroduction of endangered species 
sufficient in quantity and effective?

2. Would the Commission agree with breeders being approved by the national authorities and 
authorised, within a strictly defined area, to breed and sell specimens of these endangered 
species to environmental managers, local authorities or even private individuals under certain 
conditions, in order to facilitate their reintroduction?
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