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1. The Commission’s decision to initiate a policy action for plants produced by certain new 
genomic techniques is not a proposal to deregulate, but to design a proportionate regulatory 
framework that is adapted to scientific and technological progress. Its aim is to ensure a high 
level of protection of human and animal health and the environment, as well as enable 
innovation and the contribution of new genomic techniques to the objectives of the European 
Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy. 

2. Certain new genomic techniques, namely targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis techniques, 
can be used to produce alterations of the genetic material that can also be obtained by natural 
mutations and conventional breeding techniques, or can be used to produce alterations that are 
more complex. The current regulatory framework is not adapted to the resulting diverse risk 
profiles and needs adaptation to scientific and technological progress. Therefore, an impact 
assessment will be carried out in 2022 to assess different policy options. These options will 
include risk assessment and approval requirements proportionate to the risk involved, e.g. in 
terms of data and studies, taking into account elements such as the specific technique used, 
the type of modifications or the novelty of the trait. These risk assessment and approval 
requirements will be assessed in the impact assessment.

3. The European Food Safety Authority1, replying to a mandate from the Commission, did not 
identify new hazards specifically linked to the techniques in the scope of the policy initiative, 
compared with both conventional breeding and transgenesis.
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