
PE700.838v01-00

Question for written answer E-005093/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Kim Van Sparrentak (Verts/ALE), Agnes Jongerius (S&D), Mounir Satouri (Verts/ALE), Ciarán 
Cuffe (Verts/ALE), Terry Reintke (Verts/ALE), Kira Marie Peter-Hansen (Verts/ALE), Katrin 
Langensiepen (Verts/ALE), Ernest Urtasun (Verts/ALE), Manuel Pizarro (S&D), Cyrus Engerer 
(S&D), Leszek Miller (S&D), Evelyn Regner (S&D), Alicia Homs Ginel (S&D), Tonino Picula 
(S&D), Estrella Durá Ferrandis (S&D), Alex Agius Saliba (S&D), Aurore Lalucq (S&D), Costas 
Mavrides (S&D), Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (S&D), Vera Tax (S&D), Thijs Reuten (S&D), Milan Brglez 
(S&D), Sylvie Guillaume (S&D), Dietmar Köster (S&D), Alfred Sant (S&D), Andreas Schieder 
(S&D), Günther Sidl (S&D)

Subject: Revision of target group of social housing

House prices have seen an annual increase of 6.8 % in the euro area and 7.3 % in the EU in the 
second quarter of 2021, at a time when many households have seen their income decrease.

In its resolution on access to decent and affordable housing for all, Parliament called on the 
Commission to adapt the target group definition of social housing, because the current definition is too 
restrictive. The Commission appointed EY to conduct research into market developments in 
healthcare and social housing and their State aid implications.

1. The EY study indicates that many stakeholders believe we are in a housing crisis that affects 
large parts of the population. Does the Commission share that observation and believe that 
action is needed, including at EU level, to ensure that more people have access to social housing 
and housing assistance?

2. A large number of respondents believed that evolving needs in relation to social housing have 
been insufficiently addressed. They considered the too narrow definition of social housing the 
main reason for this. Does the Commission share that assessment?

3. Does the Commission consider the findings of the EY study, the ongoing housing crisis and 
Parliament’s resolution sufficient reason to revise its decision on services of general economic 
interest on this point?
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