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Subject: Price and scarcity of fertilisers are jeopardising our agriculture

In recent weeks, our farmers have been struggling with the scarcity of fertilisers and the doubling of 
the prices of those available.

Ammonium nitrate, one of the most widely used nitrogen fertilisers in Europe and around the world, is 
produced with ammonia derived from natural gas.

Recently, the cost of gas has increased so rapidly that it is having a devastating effect on the profits of 
many European companies, with production coming to a halt. These include, for example, the 
Norwegian multinational Yara, which has also closed its Italian plants in Ferrara.

At the same time, Russia, a major fertiliser supplier, is setting fixed export quotas, while China, the 
largest producer of phosphorus, is considering a freeze on exports until June 2022.

In addition to the impact this is already having, there is a real risk that the negative effects of this 
situation will soon extend to crop yields, including those of small-scale farmers and, as a result, to 
final consumers.

In view of this:

1. What solutions does the Commission intend to adopt in order to prevent fertiliser production from 
being halted?

2. Will it consider the possibility of implementing extraordinary instruments to assist farms in order 
to control the increase in costs?


