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Subject: Increased energy costs

Apart from the impact on consumer purchasing power and on the financial sustainability of industry 
already reported, it is believed that rising electricity production costs could also lead in the coming 
months to interruptions in cross-border energy flows, resulting in blackouts. This risk seems confirmed 
by the closure of a number of nuclear reactors by Électricité de France, making it likely that there will 
be a reduction in the amount of electricity exported from France to other Member States.

The spike in costs seems to be due to factors such as a drop in supplies from Russia following the 
revision of the transit arrangement through Ukraine and the delays in approving the Nord Stream 2 
gas pipeline. However, we would ask the Commission to explain whether it also sees a causal link 
between the energy crisis and the implementation of the European ‘Green Deal’ strategy, particularly 
in relation to:

1. support for renewable energy sources when their energy generation capacity is unpredictable, as 
reflected in the recorded drop in wind power in 2021, leading to a higher than expected demand 
for gas;

2. the announcement of the ‘Fit for 55’ package, which includes changes to the existing EU 
emissions trading scheme (ETS), leading to an expected rise in the price of CO2, to which the 
utilities have responded by opting for natural gas.
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