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5G deployment to ensure coverage of all populated areas by 2030 is a priority for Europe. 

This was clearly reaffirmed in the Digital Compass Communication1 adopted on 
9  March  2021 and included as a specific target in the Policy Programme “Path to the Digital 
Decade”2.

The Path to the Digital Decade also includes a governance mechanism to reach the 
quantitative targets in 2030.

To facilitate achievement of the targets, on 25 March 2021, the Member States, in close 
cooperation with the Commission, agreed on a Connectivity Toolbox: it consists of a set of 
best practices to encourage operators to roll out very high capacity networks and 5G.

In areas where market forces are not sufficient, public funding is also needed. A new article in 
the General Block Exemption Regulation3 and the ongoing revision of the Guidelines on State 
aid for broadband networks will facilitate the design of mobile aid schemes. The Recovery 
and Resilience Plans will dedicate more than EUR 13 billions to connectivity, including more 
than EUR 4 billions to 5G roll-out, including 5G corridors. At EU level, CEF Digital will 
grant EUR 2 billion over 7 years for high-performance connectivity infrastructure, including 
one-half for 5G along major transport paths and for 5G for smart communities such as 
hospitals and schools. Additional funding is available from the Cohesion and Agricultural 
Funds, and InvestEU.

1 COM(2021) 118 final - 2030 Digital Compass: the European way for the Digital Decade - 9.3.2021.
2 COM(2021) 574 final - the 2030 Policy Programme “Path to the Digital Decade” - 15.9.2021 now under co-
legislation process.
3 Article 52a of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid 
compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty, OJ L 187 26.6.2014, p. 
1.


