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Subject: Countering poverty and social exclusion in the outermost regions

Tackling poverty and social exclusion is a specific social policy goal for both the EU and the Member 
States and is enshrined in the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The crisis triggered 
by the pandemic had an immediate effect on employment levels, causing unemployment and 
inactivity to rise, and, despite the extraordinary European, national and regional policy measures 
taken to cushion the pandemic's impact on employment and incomes, it has proved impossible to 
avoid high levels of poverty risk. According to the Survey of Living Conditions and Income, which was 
carried out in 2021 and concerned income from the year before, in Portugal, 18.4% of people were at 
risk of poverty in 2020 and the outermost regions (ORs) have the highest share in the country of 
inhabitants at risk of poverty.

1. Poverty problems have been compounded by the pandemic, particularly in the ORs. What steps 
will the Commission take to mitigate its effects and counter the increase in poverty?

2. Given the aim to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion by at least 15 
million by 2030, do these latest figures call into question whether those targets will be achieved 
and do they need to be reviewed with a view to further action possibly being taken?


