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Subject: Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production (EGTOP) report creates 
contradictory messages on organic production and labelling of organic salt

Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on the production and labelling of organic products applies to agricultural 
products but also to certain other products such as ‘sea salt and other salts for food and feed’. 
However, the Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production (EGTOP) published a report 
that allows the use of techniques and substances that are not in line with the objectives of this 
regulation. The purpose of these rules should be to identify organic production practices, not to 
establish exceptions for certain types of salt to enter in the regulation. The solar technique, which is 
based on the natural evaporation of sea water by sun and wind alone and the preservation of 
resources, is fully in line with the requirements of the regulation. If the Commission accepts the 
findings of the report, consumers and producers should expect a change in rules for all organic 
product terminology, a change that would allow chemical processes1.

In view of this:

1. Does the Commission accept as organic any product that needs additives or processing aids?

2. How does the Commission assure consumers that chemical aids could not be transferred to the 
final organic product?

1 ‘Organic sea salt and other salts for food and feed – Final report’, 2021, Expert Group for Technical Advice on 
Organic Production.


