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As a result of the informal European Police Chiefs meeting in March 2019, the existing 
‘Expert Group 5G’ was transformed in October 2021 into a permanent group of the Heads of 
Lawful Interception Units. The scope of the discussions are limited to operational issues and 
the primary focus is on mobile communications (e.g. 5G). The United Kingdom, represented 
by the National Crime Agency, participates as third country in this permanent group. 

The European Police Chiefs Convention (EPCC), supported by the Member States in the 
Council Working Party on Law Enforcement in December 2020, invited the third partner 
countries Norway, Switzerland, Iceland and the United Kingdom to participate in the group of 
the Heads of Lawful Interception Units. The Trade and Cooperation Agreement with the 
United Kingdom (TCA) also covers such cooperation in order to support and strengthen the 
action by the Member States and the United Kingdom, as well as their mutual cooperation in 
preventing and combating serious crime, terrorism and other forms of crime for which 
Europol is competent.1

No third country can be part of the Board of five member countries2. The cooperation with the 
National Crime Agency is subject to the provisions of the TCA and its implementing 
arrangements.

1 See Article 567 of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European 
Atomic Energy Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of 
the other part (OJ 149 of 30 April 2020, p.10) and Article 3 of the Working and Administrative Arrangement 
establishing cooperative relations between the competent authorities of the United Kingdom of great Britain and 
Nothern Ireland and the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation of 23 September 2021 
(https://www.europol.europa.eu/partners-collaboration/agreements/working-and-administrative-arrangement-
establishing-cooperative-relations-between-competent-authorities-of-uk-and-europol). 
2 The participation in the Board is reserved to Member States of the European Union, currently represented by 
Belgium, The Netherlands, France, Sweden and Germany.


