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Subject: Achieving environmental and climate targets under the EU Strategy for Sustainable 
Textiles through new binding legislation and aligned financial flows

Textiles are the fourth biggest contributor to climate change and environmental impact from an EU 
consumption perspective, and this impact is expected to increase significantly1. The industry also has 
a huge impact on human rights worldwide. In the context of the Strategy for Sustainable Textiles, it is 
important to recognise that a transformation of the sector needs to be possible through new, EU-level, 
legislative initiatives.

1. EU-wide extended producer responsibility (EPR) schemes have been identified as a necessary 
part of the solution to create a circular economy for textiles, and for Member States to fulfil their 
commitments under the Waste Framework Directive. It is also important considering the huge 
sums of finance that are estimated to be needed to transform the textile sector2. Will EPR be 
included in the strategy, and what other legislative measures are planned to enable financial 
flows to be directed towards financing the transformation?

2. Circular business models are essential, but environmental performance must be at the heart of 
these models. Will policy incentives for circular models be linked to demonstrated environmental 
impacts?

3. Without addressing human rights violations and decent work, the strategy will inevitably fail in 
reaching its objectives. Will it include an EU-level standard for human rights due diligence?

1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/633143/EPRS_BRI(2019)633143_EN.pdf
2 https://reports.fashionforgood.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/REPORT-Unlocking-The-Trillion-Dollar-

Fashion-Decarbonisation-Opportunity-Fashion-for-Good-Aii.pdf


