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Mikulas Peksa (Verts/ALE), Markéta Gregorova (Verts/ALE), Patrick Breyer (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Towards a secure and confidential Europe for whistleblowers

On 17 December 2021, the deadline expired for 21 out of 27 Member States to transpose Directive
(EU) 2019/1937 on the protection of persons who report breaches of EU law2.

Currently, only seven out of 27 Member States have managed to transpose this Directive. Given the
recent incidents in Greece related to the investigation of the Novartis scandal®*?, Member States’
transposition process for Directive (EU) 2019/1937 seems quite fragile. In addition to the
aforementioned incidents, on 30 January 2022 the Greek Prime Minister, Kyriakos Mitsotakis,
indirectly interfered with the Greek judiciary’s work by making a statement in the Hellenic Parliament
accusing the journalists investigating the Novartis scandal charged with criminal offences of also
belonging to a criminal organisation.

Given all of the above:
1. How is the Commission planning to ensure that Member States transpose Directive (EU)
2019/1937 urgently and effectively, while at the same time ensuring the transparency of the

transposition process?

2. How does the Commission view the ongoing violations of the principle of judicial independence in
Greece by the Greek Prime Minister and government?

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/NIM/?uri=CELEX:32019L1937

https://whistleblowingmonitor.eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-000869 EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-000182_EN.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/01/28/ouverture-en-grece-du-proces- des-journalistes-a-I-
origine-du-scandale-novartis_6111350_3210.html
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