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Subject: Expiration dates of donated vaccines

The CEO of global health intelligence and analytics organisation Airfinity has claimed that low income 
countries have had to reject 100 million vaccines doses donated by wealthier countries because they 
were too close to their expiration date. The Indonesian Health Minister, Budi Gunadi Sadikin, was 
quoted as saying that about 98 % of 1 million doses destroyed were donated one to three months 
before their expiry date. Nigeria complained that it had received more than a million doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine that were due to expire by the end of 2021. Other countries have also raised the 
issue1.

1. Can the Commission say how many vaccines doses donated by the European Union have been 
refused by receiving countries because they were too close to their expiration date?

2. Does the Commission have data, broken down either according to donating or receiving country 
or to vaccine, on how many days before their expiration date vaccines are donated?

3. Are vaccine doses refused by the receiving country still counted as ‘shared’ or ‘donated’ in the 
figures of total donations by the European Union as published by the Commission?

1 https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20220126_98148697


