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Subject: Proposal to extend the Nutriscore system to include alcoholic beverages

Serge Hercberg, the deviser of Nutriscore – the French traffic light label that is already contradictory 
in many ways and is an arbitrary nutrition labelling system – is now proposing that his system be used 
for alcoholic beverages. He is suggesting that a black letter ‘F’ be inserted on all alcoholic beverages, 
irrespective of their strength, in order to indicate that they are ‘dangerous to health’1.

Addressing the issue of the effects of wine and other alcoholic beverages on health without promoting 
their moderate and informed consumption is entirely inappropriate and, in this case, would reinforce 
the misleading nature of this colour-coded labelling system and again lead consumers to incorrectly 
assess the healthiness of a given product, thus undermining one of the staples of the Mediterranean 
diet and penalising the wine industry.

The same unacceptable risk would arise if this idea were taken up as part of the review of the EU 
regulation on food promotion policies, which might then include cuts in the funding allocated to the 
wine industry.

In view of this:

1. What is the Commission’s assessment of the proposal for a ‘colour-coded’ nutrition labelling 
scheme that would further penalise alcoholic wine products;

2. Does it not feel that it should adopt and promote, in EU food legislation, the concept of 
responsible and informed consumption?

1 https://twitter.com/HercbergS/status/1489322955456798720


