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The following EU programmes and measures enable the provision of some support to 
businesses affected by the sanctions against Russia. The Commission has made adjustments 
to allow provision of faster, more efficient support.
The Temporary Crisis Framework adopted in March 20221 enables Member States to use the 
flexibility foreseen under State aid rules to support the economy in the context of Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine. It enables Member States to (i) grant limited aid to companies and 
sectors affected by this crisis or by the related sanctions and countersanctions; (ii) ensure that 
sufficient liquidity remains available to businesses; and (iii) compensate companies for the 
additional costs of exceptionally high gas and electricity prices.
The Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)2 could also help in supporting sectors affected 
by this new crisis. RRF funds cannot be used to substitute a recurring national budget 
expenditure. However, many reforms and investments supported by the RRF will help to 
increase the resilience of businesses. Under the RRF Regulation, Member States can still 
request loans until August 2023 to finance additional investments and reforms.

There are no plans for additional financial support for businesses affected by this crisis from 
other EU programmes such as the Single Market Programme (SMP)3, nor from programmes 
that focus on the needs of specific regions/territories4.

However, the Enterprise Europe Network5 an advisory network supported under the SMP 
(Single Market Programme) SME (Small and Medium Enterprise) Pillar can advise SMEs on 
how to adapt their internationalisation strategy, and more effectively manage risks.

1 Communication from the Commission Temporary Crisis Framework for State Aid measures to support the 
economy following the aggression against Ukraine by Russia, OJ 24.03.2022, C 131I, p. 1.
2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0241&from=EN
3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0690&from=EN
4 Such as the European Regional Development Fund.
5 https://een.ec.europa.eu/
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