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The Commission is aware of the report referred to by the Honourable Members and is giving it 
due attention. In any case, the Commission considers that it is not appropriate to use the term 
apartheid in connection with the State of Israel.

The Commission uses the non-legally binding working definition of antisemitism of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA definition) as a practical guidance tool 
and a basis for its work to combat antisemitism. Claiming that the existence of a State of Israel 
is a racist endeavour is amongst the illustrative examples included under the IHRA definition.

The EU and its Member States will continue to closely monitor the developments on the ground. 
The respect of international humanitarian law and international human rights law by state and 
non-state actors, and accountability for violations committed, are a cornerstone for peace and 
security in the Middle East region.

The EU remains committed to a negotiated two-State solution, based on international law, the 
1967 lines, with equivalent land swaps, as may be agreed between the parties, with the State of 
Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous, sovereign and viable State of Palestine*, 
living side by side in peace, security and mutual recognition.

* This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the 
individual positions of the Member States on this issue.


