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1. Under the Landfill Directive1, landfills are required to have a permit and comply with rules 
and procedures for acceptance of waste and for the control and monitoring of the landfill. It 
does not prohibit or restrict the landfilling of imported waste. According to the Habitats 
Directive2, any project, including the expansion of a landfill, likely to have a significant 
negative effect on Natura 2000 sites3, has to undergo an appropriate assessment and the 
competent authorities are required to agree to it only after having ascertained that it will not 
adversely affect4 the integrity of the sites. In this case, the Commission does not have 
sufficient elements to conclude that EU law has been infringed.

According to the Waste Shipment Regulation5, shipments of hazardous waste to a Member 
State is only allowed under certain conditions and subject to prior notification and consent by 
all authorities concerned. It is not within the Commission’s remit to check individual 
procedures or shipments6.

2. Without prejudice to the Commission’s role as guardian of the Treaties, Member States are 
primarily responsible to ensure compliance, taking account of the precautionary principle. 
The Commission prioritises its enforcement efforts on cases pointing to a systemic breach of 
EU law7, and also supports Member States to ensure proper implementation of EU 
environmental legislation, including as regards waste management.

3. While the Circular Economy Action Plan8 focuses on waste prevention and using waste as 
a resource, hazardous waste is still generated by a number of activities and its shipment into 
and within the EU for proper treatment is not contrary to the circular economy as such. The 
Commission recently proposed new stricter rules on the shipment of waste9.
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