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The Commission is aware of the specific situation of the EU outermost regions and the 
challenges they face in their energy transition. With the EU Taxonomy Climate Delegated 
Act1, the Commission set out under which criteria numerous economic activities can 
substantially contribute to climate change mitigation or adaptation. This includes energy 
sources of particular interest to the outermost regions, like biomass, solar and geothermal 
energy. The specific needs of the outermost regions were taken into account during the 
drafting of the technical screening criteria.

The Commission assessed the impact of the Climate Delegated Act, in particular on the 
usability of the criteria, ensuring a level-playing field and policy coherence. Special focus 
was given to national, regional, sectoral and local climate efforts, like adaptation plans. 
Investments directed into activities that qualify under the criteria should be consistent with 
the objectives of the adaptation policy in order to meet the substantial contribution criteria 
and to qualify under the EU Taxonomy. The impact assessment is available on the 
Commission’s website2.

For the purpose of harmonised regulation, as required by the Taxonomy Regulation, a 
Delegated Act specifically for the outermost regions is not foreseen.

In addition, the current Directive on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable 
sources3 includes in its Article 29 (13) the possibility to derogate for a limited period of time 
from the sustainability criteria for installations in an outermost region producing electricity, 
heating or cooling from biomass fuels. This provision has been maintained in the 
Commission proposal for a revised Renewable Energy Directive4 adopted in July 2021.

1 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/2139 of 4 June 2021 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2020/852 
of the European Parliament and of the Council by establishing the technical screening criteria for determining 
the conditions under which an economic activity qualifies as contributing substantially to climate change 
mitigation or climate change adaptation and for determining whether that economic activity causes no 
significant harm to any of the other environmental objectives (Text with EEA relevance)C/2021/2800, OJ L 
442, 9.12.2021, p. 1–349.
2 https://ec.europa.eu/finance/docs/level-2-measures/taxonomy-regulation-delegated-act-2021-2800-impact-
assessment_en.pdf
3 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the 
promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (Text with EEA relevance.)PE/48/2018/REV/1, 
OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82–209.
4 COM(2021) 557 final.
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