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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine made it clear that more efforts are needed to diversify Europe’s 
energy supply and to accelerate the clean energy transition to reduce our dependency on 
Russian fossil fuels. The Commission1 carried out a reinforced risk preparedness analysis2 to 
test its resilience against disruption scenarios from Russia.

The REPowerEU communication3 proposes the phasing out of Russian fossil fuels well 
before 2030, notably by diversifying supply, increasing energy efficiency and savings and 
accelerating the deployment of renewables, including hydrogen. The Commission proposed4, 
a minimum storage obligation for all Member States of 80% on 1 November of 2022, rising to 
90% for the following years5. In parallel, the Commission is working in close cooperation 
with Member States to diversify gas supplies from non-Russian suppliers to be prepared for 
immediate shortages and ensure continued security of supply and has set an EU Energy 
Platform to coordinate joint voluntary purchases. 
 
The Renewable Energy Directive6 introduced provisions that set the maximum duration for 
permit-granting of renewable projects. Transposing these provisions is a priority in Member 
States that have not yet done so and a crucial step towards shortening authorisation 
procedures for renewable production.

The REPowerEU communication also announced that in May 2022 the Commission will 
publish a recommendation on fast permitting renewable energy projects and will work to 
support all flexibilities already granted by EU legislation and removal of remaining obstacles. 
It will also make legal proposals concerning the definition of areas particularly suitable for 
renewable installations (‘go-to’ areas) and the related permitting conditions.  

1 In close cooperation with EU Member States.
2 At the beginning of 2022.
3 COM(2022)108 final – adopted by the Commission on 8 March 2022
4 on 23 March2022.
5 Proposal for a regulation on gas storage (europa.eu)
6 Which had to be transposed by 30 June 2021.

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/proposal-regulation-gas-storage_en

