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1. EU-Turkey cooperation in research and innovation (R&I) is a good example in the bilateral 
relations, a catalyst for collaboration in other policy areas and an effective instrument of 
science diplomacy. By 2023, Turkey will have participated for 20 years in the EU’s 
framework programme for R&I.

Turkey’s mobilisation in the COVID-19 and Green Deal calls of the EU framework 
programme for R&I and its key role in the strategic Black Sea R&I agenda implementation 
would not be possible without EU funding.

Through its association to Horizon Europe, Turkey contributes to the programme budget and 
its legal entities are eligible for programme funding1. 

Funding of all beneficiaries, including Turkish ones, is awarded based on scientific 
excellence, impact, quality and efficiency of implementation2.

The Commission welcomes the Turkish efforts in aligning the Turkish research area  with the 
European research area’s objectives and principles3, which is expected to strengthen the 
national R&I structure with a positive impact on the Turkish participations in Horizon 
Europe. 

2. Turkey is expected to play an active role in contributing to EU objectives towards the twin 
green and digital transitions.

Based on current participation figures, it is expected that Turkey’s performance in Horizon 
Europe could exceed Horizon 20204.

3. Horizon Europe attracts the best research proposals for funding through a competitive 
selection process. For collaborative research (multi-beneficiary grants), it is up to applicants 
to form consortia and decide on their partners in line with the proposal objectives. The 
Commission is convinced that there are many opportunities for European and Turkish 
organisations to participate and collaborate in EU R&I programmes, including calls related to 
ophthalmology research.

1 Turkey contributed with EUR 360 million for its participation in Horizon 2020 versus EUR 256 million in the 
7th Framework Programme for R&I (FP7). At the same time, Turkish R&I entities have participated in 839 
Horizon 2020 projects (down from 1,000 projects in FP7), with a combined EU financial contribution of EUR 
281 million in Horizon 2020 (EUR 195 million in FP7).
2 The assessment is done by independent external experts.
3 ERA objectives include: prioritise investments and reforms in research and innovation; improve access to 
excellent facilities and infrastructures; transfer results to the economy and strengthen mobility of researchers and 
free flow of knowledge and technology.
4 Turkish participation during 2019-2021 increased +50% compared to previous years, with a special mention for 
their strong participation in the dedicated COVID-19 and Green Deal calls and actions.


