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Subject: Repercussions of the war in Ukraine for the agri-food sector

The agri-food sector is being hit hard by the impact of the war in Ukraine. In fact there is an ever more 
real danger of a global domino effect that would damage a highly interconnected food supply system 
that is still being held back by the pandemic, and is now burdened with energy price rises and Green 
Deal restrictions.

Alongside all this there is the crisis in the road haulage sector, which could cause incalculable harm 
for countries like Italy, where 85 % of goods are transported by road, by putting highly perishable 
goods at risk.

As stressed by associations in the sector, the current crisis has highlighted the need to boost national 
food sovereignty, including by diversifying sources of supply, to avoid becoming dependent on foreign 
markets.

In the meantime, delivery of food products must be guaranteed to ensure there is enough food for the 
population and, above all, to stop price speculation on goods such as wheat and other grains, rice, 
maize, soya and fertilisers.

In view of this:

1. Will the Commission take countermeasures to tackle the aforementioned risks by, for example, 
lifting restrictions on crops to make up for structural shortfalls in the EU’s supply system?

2. Will it encourage investment in long-term supply chain contracts between farmers and industry in 
order to boost national and EU production and reduce dependence on foreign markets?


