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Subject: The truthfulness and relevance of the ‘zero toxic substances by 2030’ objective

The Commission has stated that ‘the level defined as “technical zero” must be the lowest level that is 
needed to still be able to detect the presence of a substance obtained by an analytical method’1.

However, the sensitivity limits of ‘technical zero’ analyses are much more precise (up to 10 000 times) 
than the 0.01 mg/kg‑L threshold. A significant proportion of pesticides are found below this threshold 
in food and water. This ‘technical zero’ threshold does not indicate the absence of a substance and 
does not leave room for claims ‘that consumers are not exposed to harmful levels of pesticides’234.

By applying the ‘technical zero’ threshold, the Commission prevents itself from tracing the presence of 
toxic or unauthorised molecules below this threshold and from assessing the cocktail effect that it 
claims to be tackling.

Is naming this threshold ‘zero’ deceiving consumers who believe they are paying for the genuine 
absence of chemical or pesticide residues? How does the Commission intend to respond to the risk of 
disinformation that this is creating?
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