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The Biodiversity Strategy for 20301, endorsed by the European Parliament in its Resolution 
of 9 June 20212, mentions bottom-contacting fishing gear as the most damaging activity to 
the seabed. This is confirmed by scientific reports3. The International Council for the 
Exploration of the Seas (ICES) also advises that this fishing technique is the main physical 
pressure exerted on the seabed across the EU’s marine waters4.

The Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 announced that the Commission will propose an Action 
Plan to conserve fisheries resources and protect marine ecosystems. Where necessary, 
measures will be introduced to limit the use of fishing gear most harmful to biodiversity, 
including on the seabed. It will also look at how to reconcile the use of bottom-contacting 
fishing gear with biodiversity goals. This must be done in a fair and just way for all.

The Action Plan will build on available scientific evidence5 and input received from 
stakeholders6. It will include actions aimed at increasing the knowledge and, where 
appropriate, limiting the impact of fisheries, including those using bottom contacting gears, 
as a means to contribute to the environmental obligations. It will also aim to improve 
scientific data and synergies between the fisheries and environmental authorities and 
stakeholders.

1Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and 
social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, Bringing nature 
back into our lives
2European Parliament Resolution of 9 June 2021 on the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: Bringing nature 
back into our lives (2020/2273(INI)), in particular its paragraph 79
3IPBES. (2019). Global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services of the Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (Version 1). Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6417333 and https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aau0561
4ICES special request advice on management scenarios to reduce mobile bottom fishing disturbance; 
https://ices-
library.figshare.com/articles/report/EU_request_on_how_management_scenarios_to_reduce_mobile_bottom_fis
hing_disturbance_on_seafloor_habitats_affect_fisheries_landing_and_value/18638630 
5Such as for example scientific advice provided by ICES and STECF
6More information: https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/news/action-plan-conserve-fisheries-resources-
and-protect-marine-ecosystems-your-opinion-counts-take-part-2021-10-25_en
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