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1. The EU has a deep and long-standing partnership with Morocco1. The Commission follows 
closely Morocco’s efforts in managing its borders and fighting migrant smuggling, and has 
been providing technical and financial support to the relevant authorities. In view of 
strengthening cooperation on migration with Morocco, the Commission services and the 
European External Action Service (EEAS) participated in an informal Senior Officials’ 
Meeting on migration in Rabat on 17 March 2022, prepared jointly with the Member States. 
Parties confirmed their willingness to further increase cooperation, including on border 
management. Both sides agreed to follow up at technical level on a number of issues and to 
meet regularly to take stock of the cooperation and progress made. Following the distressing 
events of 24 June 2022 in Melilla, Commissioner Ylva Johansson visited Rabat together with 
the Spanish Home Affairs Minister, Fernando Grande-Marlaska, on 8 July 2022, where they 
met with the Moroccan Minister of the Interior, Abdelouafi Laftit. Together, they launched a 
renewed partnership on migration and tackling human smuggling networks.

2. The Commission does not plan to suspend any agreements with Morocco or specific 
programmes. The Commission, with the EEAS, is rather looking at how to further strengthen 
Moroccan efforts related to migration and asylum management, in the framework of the 
bilateral cooperation with Morocco.

3. The Commission and the EEAS have continued their endeavours to advance the EU-
Morocco partnership through dialogue, responsibility, mutual trust and respect. The EU will 
continue its close cooperation with Morocco to manage migration and strengthen the 
protection of vulnerable migrants, including upholding children’s rights and in particular the 
principle of the best interests of the child.

1 The main cooperation between Morocco and the EU were set in the Association Agreement (AA, 2000).


