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1. Sustainability is key for long-term food security. Without a transition such as the one set out 
in the Farm to Fork Strategy, food security will be severely at risk in the medium to long-term, 
with negative impacts globally due to the growing scarcity of natural resources. The Strategy 
promotes a transition to sustainable food systems based on an integrated approach: food waste 
reduction, healthy and sustainable diets, technology and innovation will mitigate climate 
change, but will also improve productivity and resource efficiency, offsetting potential impacts 
on domestic production. The Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) study1, which the 
Honourable Member seems to refer to, is not an impact assessment of the Strategy2.

2. The main instrument to support farmers in the transition to sustainable food systems is the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The JRC study shows how an environmentally and 
climate ambitious implementation of the CAP by Member States via their Strategic Plans 
already helps farmers sustain their livelihoods. Research and innovation (e.g. Horizon, EIP 
Operational Groups), knowledge exchange events including on-farm demonstrations and other 
facilitated peer-to-peer events, tailored advice, the obligation to train all impartial advisors, 
access to better digital infrastructure in rural areas will play a role. Moreover, new business 
and job opportunities will emerge due to the transition (e.g. carbon farming, bio-based 
economy, short supply chains).

3. To be better prepared for possible emergencies, the Strategy provides for a contingency plan 
for food supply and food security that was already adopted3.

1 Commission’s JRC technical report, titled “Modelling environmental and climate ambition in the agricultural 
sector with the CAPRI model”, to be found at: 
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC121368
2 The modelling scope does not include all of the Strategy’s measures while it is based on a limited number of 
variables, leading to a likely overestimation of projected impacts. For an overview of the JRC and other similar 
studies, see : https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/green-deal-2030-targets-and-agricultural-production-studies-2021-
oct-18_en
3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:689:FIN
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