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Question for written answer E-001259/2022
to the Commission
Rule 138
Eleonora Evi (Verts/ALE), Leila Chaibi (The Left), Karima Delli (Verts/ALE), Michèle Rivasi 
(Verts/ALE), Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE)

Subject: The European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency’s refusal to 
grant full public access to a document related to the Lyon‑Turin base tunnel project, 
notably the grant agreement

The European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) has refused to 
grant access to information such as the project description, value and time schedule contained in the 
Turin‑Lyon Grant Agreement, which would have allowed members of the public to verify whether 
Tunnel Euralpin Lyon Turin (TELT) and CINEA are complying with their contractual obligations.

CINEA alleges that public safety would be compromised if such information were disclosed, thereby 
attempting to avail of the exception laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. This is a manifest 
error of assessment since reasons of public safety cannot be correlated with the disclosure of the 
obscured information.

The Commission is aware of delays to the project and, for this reason, Decision C (2013)1376 
cancelled EUR 276 500 000 of funding awarded under Decision C (2008)7733 owing to administrative 
and technical difficulties facing TELT.

The loan expiring on 31 December 2019 was extended to 31 December 2022 because of delays, 
instead of being partially cancelled as in 2013 in accordance with the ‘use it or lose it’ principle. Other 
delays are already foreseeable.

While the delays to the project are confirmed in the European Court of Auditors’ report of October 
2020 on EU transport infrastructure, the correlation with the opposition of the general public has never 
been confirmed. There is no administrative transparency because an unproven risk of a threat to 
public security makes it impossible to understand how TELT’s cross‑border infrastructure is built.

We would therefore like to ask the Commission if it agrees that CINEA must provide access to the 
document and clarify project delays and responsibilities.


