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Faced with mounting allegations of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide 
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the EU has been very active in supporting initiatives 
aimed at ensuring that perpetrators will be held accountable.

The EU is providing extensive support to the International Criminal Court (ICC) and to the 
Office of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine. The EU Delegation to Ukraine, through re-
purposing of the Pravo Justice II project, is supporting the Ukrainian authorities to develop an 
effective framework for addressing international crimes committed in the context of Russia’s 
military aggression against Ukraine. The EU Advisory Mission Ukraine (EUAM Ukraine) 
provides strategic advice, training and equipment to facilitate the investigation and prosecution 
of these crimes.1 The EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust) is also 
supporting investigations commenced by EU Member States by coordinating a Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) to facilitate the collection and sharing of evidence2.

As to the idea to create a special international criminal court for Ukraine, further reflection is 
necessary to assess the need, advisability and feasibility of such an institution, as it would raise 
several and complex political, legal and financial questions, and require a lengthy procedure.

In the EU’s view, the ICC, as the first and only permanent international criminal court, should 
be the leading actor on accountability in Ukraine. Investigation and prosecution before the ICC 
is based on international law and is in line with the EU’s effort to reinforce a rule-based 
international order. Following his meeting with the ICC Prosecutor on 11 April 2022, the High 
Representative/Vice-President announced that the EU will enhance its support to the ICC to 
strengthen its investigation and prosecution capacity and to respond to the Court’s increasing 
and urgent needs.

1 The mandate of EUAM has been amended on 13 April 2022 to allow the Mission to provide support to 
Ukrainian authorities, to facilitate the investigation and prosecution of international crimes.
2 The JIT has been created by Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine. The Commission has proposed to amend the 
Eurojust Regulation (EU) 2018/1727 to allow the Agency to collect, preserve and share evidence on war crimes.


