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Subject: EU action tackling China’s distant‑water fleet, which is involved in human rights abuses, 
illegal fishing and bottom trawling

A recent investigation by the Environmental Justice Foundation found 554 incidents of illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing involving the Chinese distant‑water fleet (DWF).

Nearly 1 in 10 offences involved demersal trawlers. Demersal trawling by China’s DWF fleet is 
particularly prominent in West Africa, where it has been estimated to catch 2.35 million tonnes per 
year, half of the total catch of China’s DWF.

The report has shown that IUU fishing by China’s bottom trawling fleet is linked to human rights and 
environmental abuses: all of the interviewed crew members working on board such trawlers in 
Ghanaian waters reported having witnessed or been a victim of physical abuse. Of the IUU offences 
involving Chinese trawlers, area‑related infringements (fishing in prohibited areas) accounted for 7 % 
of all individual offences.

What action is the Commission currently taking to:

1. ensure fishery products from vessels engaged in IUU, in particular illegal fishing in marine 
protected areas and human rights offences, do not enter the EU market;

2. support marine protected areas and other spatio‑temporal protection measures outside the EU, 
notably in West Africa;

3. create greater transparency and identify vessels operating outside the EU involved in the 
above‑mentioned offences, particularly forced labour and human rights abuses?


