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Restrictive measures (sanctions) are an essential tool in the EU's common foreign and security 
policy (CFSP), through which the EU can intervene where necessary to prevent conflict or 
respond to emerging or current crises. The Council decides by unanimity on adopting, 
renewing, or lifting EU sanctions. 

The application of EU sanctions is the primary responsibility of Member States. In its role as 
guardian of the Treaties, the Commission monitors the proper application of sanctions laid 
down in Council Regulations, and closely follows up on any credible allegations of breaches.

In its Communication of 19 January 20211, the Commission set out a broad set of actions to 
foster the openness, strength and resilience of the EU economic and financial system. In 
particular, the Commission will conduct a review of practices that circumvent and undermine 
sanctions, including the use of cryptocurrencies and stablecoins. The results of this will inform 
possible legislative proposals or implementation guidelines. The Commission has also recently 
set up a whistleblower tool2, to help identify possible breaches of EU sanctions as well as 
circumvention or evasion thereof.

To ensure efficient implementation of the EU sanctions against listed Russian and Belarusian 
oligarchs, the Commission has set up the ‘Freeze and Seize’ Task Force composed of 
Commission services, Member States’ representatives, Eurojust and Europol3. One of the main 
aims of the Task Force is to ensure coordination of Member States’ activities in enforcing the 
sanctions, including the prevention of circumvention.

1 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Central Bank, 
The European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, The European economic and 
financial system: fostering openness, strength and resilience (COM/2021/32 final, 19.01.2021), https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0032&qid=1611728656387 
2 https://eusanctions.integrityline.com/frontpage 
3 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_1828 
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