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Question for written answer E-001761/2022
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Alviina Alametsä (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Hate speech against minorities in India

Since December 2021, Hindutva (Hindu supremacist) leaders in India have been openly calling for the 
genocide of Indian minorities1 in a continuation of a recent stark increase in the dehumanisation of 
minority communities, which has been amplified on social media2. The Indian government has 
persistently ignored such calls despite active complaints, and civil society organisations have 
assessed the situation as indicating a potential genocide3. In its recommendation on EU-India 
relations4, Parliament recommended strengthening EU-India relations with a strong emphasis on 
human rights and democratic values. Given growing EU-India relations and bilateral pledges on 
human rights:

1. What diplomatic action does the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) intend to take with his Indian counterpart to 
address the issue of hate speech? Will the VP/HR openly condemn the lack of action on hate 
speech and calls for genocide?

2. What steps has the European External Action Service taken or does it plan to take to implement 
Parliament’s recommendation to ‘work to eliminate and deter hate speech that incites 
discrimination or violence, which leads to a toxic environment where intolerance and violence 
against religious minorities can occur with impunity’?

3. What measures has the EU delegation taken to follow-up on the commitments made in the 2021 
human rights dialogue between the EU and Indian authorities?

1 https://thewire.in/communalism/hindutva-leaders-dharma-sansad-muslim-genocide
2 https://thewire.in/communalism/chhattisgarh-hindutva-leader-christian-bjp-leaders-hate-watch
3 https://earlywarningproject.ushmm.org/storage/resources/2207/Early-Warning-Project-Statistical-Risk-

Assessment-2021-22.pdf
4 European Parliament recommendation of 29 April 2021 to the Council, the Commission and the Vice-

President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
concerning EU-India relations, OJ C 506, 15.12.2021, p. 109.


