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The Commission is deeply worried how the ongoing climate crisis is changing wildfire 
patterns and driving more frequent high-intensity fires in Europe and other regions of the 
world.

State of the art earth observation and climate impact modelling are essential to monitor 
wildfires, assess their various impacts, anticipate future risks, and inform fire prevention and 
response policies in the EU and globally1. The satellite-based monitoring of carbon emissions 
associated with wildfires is a case in point, and the Commission therefore keeps investing in 
the necessary technologies and supporting the related policies.

For instance, the Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service is developing a carbon dioxide 
(CO2) monitoring and verification support capacity with global coverage, and the 
Commission recently set up a new portal to provide wildfire related emission statistics from 
countries worldwide2. The Commission has also proposed improved monitoring requirements 
under the Land use, land-use change and forestry Regulation3, and it will put forward a legal 
proposal for a new EU Framework for Forest Monitoring and Strategic Plans4. Finally, at 
global level, the EU is actively involved in the International Charter Space and Major 
Disasters5 and the Global Earth Observation System of Systems6.

To minimise carbon emissions from forest fires and to achieve climate neutrality by 2050, 
two-fold action is needed. First, adapting forests to climate change, for which the EU Forest 
Strategy for 20307 and the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change8 propose several 
measures. Second, increasing the efforts to reach climate neutrality by 2050 – with regard to 
which the Commission presented last year its ‘Fit for 55’ package.

1 E.g. European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS): https://effis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/#:~:text=EFFIS%20%2D
%20European%20Forest%20Fire%20Information,on%20wildland%20fires%20in%20Europe; Global Wildfire 
Information System (GWIS): https://gwis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ or NASA’s system FIRMS: https://firms.modaps.eos
dis.nasa.gov/
2 See https://gwis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/apps/country.profile. National greenhouse gas inventories of the EU and its 
Member States report emissions from forest fires. Yet, other parties to the UNFCCC only partially report 
emissions from forest fires.
3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0554
4 https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13396-EU-forests-new-EU-
Framework-for-Forest-Monitoring-and-Strategic-Plans_en
5 https://disasterscharter.org
6 https://www.earthobservations.org
7 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0572
8 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:82:FIN
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